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THE TALE OF A  TUB.
[A.D.1763.
the  world,  he  should   have  the   praise of the  few who  hear of him.'
On Tuesday, July 2,6, I found Mr. Johnson alone. It was a very wet day, and I again complained of the disagreeable effects of such weather. JOHNSON. ' Sir, this is all imagination, which physicians encourage; for man lives in air, as a fish lives in water; so that if the atmosphere press heavy from above, there is an equal resistance from below. To be sure, bad weather is hard upon people who are obliged to be abroad; and men cannot labour so well in the open air in bad weather, as in good: but, Sir, a smith or a taylor, whose work is within doors, will surely do as much in rainy weather, as in fair. Some very delicate frames, indeed, may be affected by wet weather ; but not common constitutions1.'
We talked of the education of children; and I asked him what he thought was best to teach them first. JOHNSON. 'Sir, it is no matter what you teach them first, any more than what leg you shall put into your breeches first. Sir, you may stand disputing which is best to put in first, but in the mean time your breech is bare. Sir, while you are considering which of two things you should teach your child first, another boy has learnt them both.'
On Thursday, July 28, we again supped in private at the Turk's Head coffee-house. JOHNSON. ' Swift has a higher reputation than he deserves. His excellence is strong sense; for his humour, though very well, is not remarkably good. I doubt whether The Tale of a Tub be his; for he never owned it, and it is much above his usual manner2.'
1 Sec ante, p. 332.
' This opinion was given by him more at large at a subsequent period. Sue Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit. p. 32 [Aug. 16]. BOSWELL. ' That Swift was its authour, though it be universally believed, was never owned byhimself,norvery well proved by any evidence; but no other claimant can be produced, and he did not deny it when Archbishop Sharpe and the Duchess of Somerset, by showing it to the Queen, debarred
him from a bishoprick.' Johnson's Works, viii. 197. See also post, March 24, 1775. Stockdale records {Memoirs, ii. 61) that Johnson said ' that if Swift was really the author of The Tale of a Tub, as the best of his other performances were of a very inferior merit, he should have hanged himself after he had written it.' Scott (Life of Swift, ed. 1834, p. 77) says : —' Mrs. Whiteway observed the Dean, in the latter years of his life [in 1735], looking over the Tale.ti!itire, find peraeailion. My own rx|ieri«nrc, at leant, IUIB tnu«lit tnu a very cliffcrmit lt:nsicin ; twenty happy yearn have bcien aniinivtml l>y tlio lithour of my //i'x/i»y, and its SUCCCISH has H'viMi IIKI a niunc, a rank, a chu-r;u'U'r, i«\ the world, to which I should not nihcrwihrt havj; liwn wUilU'cl.'
